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Serious Diſſwaſivę 
From an intended 


SUBSCRIPTION: 


AaAVING been a careful Obſerver 
oi the Behaviour of People at the 
laſt Ker ſal- Moore Races, and an 
Fc and an Ear Witneſs, of the 
EW abominable Wickedneſs then and 
there committed; I cannot forbeat expreſſing 
the” ſurpriſe I was in, when I was asked the 
other Day, to bea Subſcriber to the con- 
tinuing of them. i ces 

If Oaths and Blaſpbemy, Drunkenneſs and 


Debanchery, and all kinds of Wickednels, 
muſt be propogated by voluntary Subſcription, 


it is but reaſonable, I think, that we ſhould#t. . 


the ſame Time, as publickly remoumee our 
- Chriſtianity, that we may not be continually 
+ CY, A 2 | toſſed 


+ 
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tolſed about, between the Alternative of Siu- 
ning and Repenting; the moſt uneafy con- 
dition of Life that Men can poſſibly fall into. 
1 „ N W 


© Had we no Account to give of our Actions, 
and no Hereaſter to fear, we might with 
greater ſafety, give up our Underſtandings to 
the Government of our Paſſions; and only be 
diſtinguiſhed by the glocious Apellation of 7 wo- 
led CAnnimals: But if ſuch Practices as theſe 
mult be repented of, or ſeverely ſmarted fot, 
there is little need of a Voluntary Subſcription, 
to entail Damnation upon us. A 


loud ask any ſerious thinking Man, (and 
ſure every Man docs ſometimes think ſeriouſly) 
whether ſuch Practices can be juſtified by the 
Laws of Chriſtianit; * Or rather, whether 
every precept of our holy Religion, is not 
diametrically oppoſite thereto ? 


By the Chriſtian Law, we arc obliged to 
abſtain from all appearance of Evil. But can 
any Man ſay, that theſe Diverſions, as they 
are called, have no appearance of Evil? Or 
rather, was there not almoſt every Evil that 
can be named, not in appearance only, but 
actually perpetrated? And theſe exceſſes of 
Rior, as the Apoſtle. emphatically calls them, 
run into, with all that greedineſs and wild. 

; [nels | 


($54 
neſs of deſire, which the unteſtrained paſſions 
of Men could prompt them to: And this 
too, encouraged and promoted, by a Publick 
and Voluntary Subſcription, 0 

To diſplay that Scene of In quity in its a 
per colours, would ſully the imagination and 
taint the minds of men afreſh; and raiſe up 
thoſe Ideas which ought to be buried in cter- 
nal Oblivion. But, if the repreſentation of it 
oniy, is ſo odious, that no pure Eye can ſee, 
nor modeſt Ear can hear, without Horror and 
Aſtoniſomem; what muſt it be to have it 
acted over again, to bediſplay'd in ew; and 
more livehh Colours, with additions and im- 
provements, with Notice publickly given, 
and due preparations made, with all the ſo- 
lemnity of a ſolemn ſacrifice | ls not this to 
offer Homage to the infernal powers; to proſti 
tute out ſelves to the ſervice of Sat an; and 
with all our hearts, and with all our minds, 
and with all our Souls, and with all our 
ſtrength, to deny, and dilown, the God that 
made us, and the Lord that bought us ? 


By the lame Law, we are forbid to be pars 


' t@kers of other Mens Sins. I leave it to Di- 


vines to inform us how many Ways we may 
be ſo. But if to invite, to perſwade, to hire, 


and by a Fublick Subſcrittion to promote aud 


A 3 er COUra_c 


N 
ns WS. > 


EF) 


. Encourage iminotality, and profaneſs, be not 
to partake with them, it will be hard to ſay 
what is, and we may conclude ir is a uſeleſs 
Precept, and urged to no manner of Pur- 
poſe. | 
| Hadthe Preamble to the ſubſcription run. in 
theſe Words, to encourage Vice, Immorality 
and Frophaneſs, (however. ſuitable to the c- 
vent) yet no one I believe, would have been 
ſo hardy, as to have contributed to it; ſo 
Odious does Vice look when ſtript of its diſ- 
guiſe, But, did not every one know, that 
this would be the certain Conſequences of 
ſuch a ſubſcription? No Man that ever thought 
at all, can plead ignorance in this Caſe, and 
not to think is no Excuſe; and therefore to 
encourage, what we knew would have that 
effect, was encouraging the Thing: and lay- 
ing a ſtumbling Block in our Neighbours way, 
on which we knew he wou'd fall. 


To ſay, that People are let to their Liberty to 
come to theſe Races or not, and that they may 
behave themſelves decently if they pleaſe, is to 
Tay nothing: for to ſuppoſe, that a rabble of | 
People can be called together in ſuch vaſt 
Numbers, and upon ſuch an occaſion, and 
to expect them to behave themſelves with that 
decency, as when imployed about their pro- 

| | per 


* 
per occupations, i is a contradiction to the ſenes 
and experience of all mankind. £24 


If it be pleaded in behalf of theſe Raves, 
that they A for Diverſion only, to -relax 
and unbend the mind from ſeverer ſtudiesor 
more toilſome employments; I anſwer, that 
2 however neceffary ſuch Diverſioni may 

be, they ought to be Innocent; Butthat Oarhs 
and Blaſphemy, Murder, 3 and De- 
bauchery, are no Diverſions. 


' Diverſion, as 1 underſtand the Term, is 
either Reſt from our Labours, or change of 
Imployment; or at leaſt ought to conſiſt of 
means that will contribute to the health of 
our Bodies, or the improvement of our minds; 
neither of which can juſtly be ſaid of the ſe 
Races: But to divert our ſelves at the ex- 
penceof out Innocence ; to employ the facul- 
tics of our minds, and the Powersof our Bo- 
dies, to afftont the maker and giver of both, 
is daring the vengeance of Omnipotence in 
the very act of Rebellion ; and is ſuch a 
Diverſion, as it would be, to ſwallow Fire, 
for the entertainment of Company. | 


Would People but conſider, that by ſuch 
dier ſions as theſe, they put themſelves out of 
the protection of Heaven; and by being 

letz 


| . 8. ) 


left to themſelf, are liable to all the Calami- 


ties that can befall them; of which theſe laſt 
Races has afforded us two very dreadful In- 
ſtances; I am perſwaded, no ſerious think- 
ng Perſon will, either by his Purſe or his 
preſenge encourage any ſuch  djverſions for 
the future. While we are in the Way of 
our Duty, we have God's promiſe for out 
Preſervation, and ſo may claim it as out due; 
and no ſmall Privilege this, conſidering how 
continually we ſtand in need of it; for without 
it, we inſtantly ſink into nothing, or worſe 
than nothing, But can we expect, his Pro- 
vidence ſhall Gard us, and his preſence Pro. 


ect us, while we ate thus lited in the actual 


ſervice of the Devil? And ſhall he be o- 
bliged to ſupply us with that Breath, which is 
gontinually belch ed out in Oaths and Execra- 
tions againſt God and Man! This nceds on- 


ly to be mentioned, to convince us of the ab- 


ſurdity of ſuch expectations. 


It is happy for the Poor, that there ate 


ſome ſorts of viceswhich are above their Ca 
pacities, and ſome that arc above their Abili- 
ties; of this laſt ſart I take Horſe. racing 
to be. If fo, it is plain, where the greateſt 
Guile will lie. Hdw then ſhall they be ex- 
guſed, who lead ſuch People into ſuch ſnares 
and Temptations, from which God has raken 
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care to guard them in an ęſpecial manner? Can 
they find no amuſements more ſuitable to their 
Birth and Fortunes, than to fly in the face of 
their great Benefactor, and pervert thoſe diſtin · 
guiſhing marks of his favour,to the very. worſt 
of purpoſes 


Is this the Return they make to the Al- 
mighty, for that Rank, and Station, by which 
he has ſeperated them from the Vulgar Herd ? 
Muſt People, void of Education, and preſſed 
with Want and Neceſſiiy, ſuffer Pains, and 
Baniſhment, and Death, if cither through inad- 
vertancy, or ſuch Neceſſity, they break the 
Laws of their Country; and ſhall Gentlemen 
of ſupcriour Underſtandings, and more refin'd 
Education, be exempted from 7. Haug ht and 
Reflection? Shall they think themfelves un- 
der no Ties by the Chriſtian Law? Is virtue 
only fir for Raggs and Beggary? Or are 
they not rather under much orcater Obligations 
to the Practice of virtue in themfelves, and the 
promoting and encouraging of it in others? 


Are our Gentry ſunk fo low in their Taſtes 
that they. cannot be diverted without the 
aſſiſtance of the very Scum and Refuſe of 
Mankind? And muſt they be called together, 
to make ſport for theſe Eordsof the Pbiliſtiane 


and 
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And à Subſcription Sarrifice offered rg their 


Darot Devil? Time'was when better Com- 
Pau has been thought below their notice. Vet, 


10 it x, that now, they cannot be diverted with · 


out tho aſfitance of Tinkers and Cobters. 


Does the Gentleman's Time lic idle upon 
his hands, and his Money burn in his Pocket? 
Here is employment fot both, ſuitable to his 


| _ and his Duty. Let him divert himſelf 


ng Acts of Juſtice and Charity; let him 

= in Graticude to his great benefactor, a 
rp that abundance, with which he has 

d hjs Stores and, decks his Table. Lethim 
fro that thoſe that are iu need and neceſſuy have 
Right, Let him feed the Hungry, and cloath 
the naked, Let him be eyes to the blind, and 


Feet to the Lame. Let his Tennants and De- 


ndents feel the influence of his Preſence: 
et him aſſiſt them in their Labours, and in- 
Arud their ignorance. Let him compoſe Ani- 
moſſities, and meliorate hard bargains. Let hiscyc 
ditect the Plow, and his hand: eſtabliſh we 
Plant. Thus ſhall he Provide tor Generarions 
yaborg.” and the preſcnt ſhall praiſc his Name, 
whit diffuſing bleſſings and diverſions 
e im, He ſhall entail Wealth - and 
peace t his lateſt Poſterity, and, his name ſhall 
mentioned with honour amongſt the. Foun: 
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Some ſuch ents nd OW B 


pray G * enercaſe their number. 


1 void * the Trading dun of this Tone 
Country, whether they're enabled to make tllit 
appcatance, which they now do, by encoutaging 
ſuch Diuerſions as theſe? Or whether it is not 
owing to their Dilgrnce, and their Fragality, 
that they are able to vie with the Gentlemen 


round them, and are become the adtmiration | 


of ſome, and the Envy of others, who once 
were Maſters of the Eſtates which thefe now 
enjoy? The diligent Hand makettr rich. 
and no doubt, but the Bleſſing df 
God has all along co opperated with their II- 
duſtry. But can they take a more 


Way, to have their deſigns Hiaſted, and cheir 
Endcavours eee than by giving en- 


couragement to ſuch abominable Practices 1s 
theſe, which like an orerflowing firearm, 


{weeps away both odr virtue 2nd our Under- 


ſtandings; and eradicates all that is commenda- 


ble or Praile, worthy from amongſt us ? 


Weic God and Religion quite out of the 

Queſtion, yet even the natutal conſequences 
of ſuch Liberties maſt tend to Deſtruction. 
They muſt naturally divert Mens minds from 


their en Aa and ms my" 
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from their ordinary Labours. Exceſles will 
weaken Mens conſtitutions, and impair their 
Fortunes; and occaſion an expence which 
the poorer ſort of people are by no means 
able to bear; and it is every Days experience, 
that Extravagance begets Beggery, and Beggery 
begets all thoſe little Arts of Diſſimulation and 
Diſhonefly, ſo much complain d of, amongſt 
the midling ſort of Dealers; and Pilkering 
and ſtealing ; amongt the poorer ſort of Men. 
Nor is it only among the lower ſogt of people 
that theſe misfortunes are to be found, for 
we can all number amongſt our own Acquain- 
tance, thoſe who have by Box and Dice, Cards, 
Cocks,& Race-Horſes in a few years conſumed 
that Parrimony, which has been Ages heap- 


in g up, by the Induſtry and Frugality of many 
Gencrations. | 


But while there is a God who views our 
Actions, and has given us a Law by which 
we ſhou'd regulate them; can ve ſuppoſe he 
will ſtand by a careleſs obſerver, and not re- 
gard us when we break over all the Mounds 
and Fences by which he has hedged us in! 
Shall his Juſtice be ſuſpended tro humour our 
Vices and his Laws abrogated becauſe we 
will not obey them} Vain expectation! How- 
ever. he may deal with private Sinners, and 


poſtpone 


E ) 


poſtpone his Vengeance till he makes a gene- 
ral Diſcrimination ; when he ſhall winnow the 
Chaff from the pure Grain; yet when Vice 
becomes popular, and numbers ate engaged 
in the defection; whereto ſerve his greater 
Plagues? They lic not idle in his hands, but 
are ready prepared to ſweep us away with a ge- 
neral Deſtruction. 


Methinks the People I am now ſpeaking to, 
{hould have a more, than ordinary regard to 
their Labourers and Artificerss They know 
with what ſwcat and toil tney gain their daily 
Food; they are not ignorant of their Wants 
and neceſſities; their Circumſtances lie naked 
and open to them, as clearly as their own; 
how hard ther labour, and ho w hardly they 
fare, when the diſappointment of but one day's 
Wages ſhall diſtreſs a whole Family. Ic is 
ſtrange, that they can find in their hearts, ta 
pervert their induſtry to ſuch bad purpoſes. Pi. 
ty, Compaſſion, Charity, and common Decen- 
cy, are all againſt them in this particular, and 
cry aloud for a ReQitication of theſe abuſes. 
And if not theſe, yet the Cries and Complaints 
of their Wives and Children ought to be heard: 
Which if not /oud enough to reach their Ears, 
may be heard 4724 enough to bring down ven- 
geance on thoſe deaf Adders, who {hall ſtop 
their Ears to ſuch juſt Complaiats. 4 

. | There 


„ 

There ſtets to me to be a fort of a Contra- 
diction between Gentlemen's private and pub- 
lick Occonomy on this Occaſion, For if we 
obſerve their Frugality, for inſtance, in their 
providing for, and maintaining their Poor, in 
their Work-houſes; what carc is taken that 
there be notbing too much, nor any thing 
waſted ; and which are generally, under ſuch pru- 
dent regulations, that there is not a Six- 
pence {ſpent ſupetfluous; yet both they, and 
thoſe under their care, know very well, that 
were there more proviſions for them, they 
could diſpoſe of it, without the imputation of 
Jurfeiting and Drunkenneſs. Whence, I 
ask, arifes this difference, that the ſame 
Perſon ſhall ſcruple a payment, or diſputc a 
Poor-Lay, if he thinks himſelf injured in a 
Groat, tho to ſo good a purpoſe, and where 
it is hardly poſſible to do exact Juſtice; and 
yet on ſuch occaſions as theſe, is ſo extra- 
vag ant iy laviſh that his expences know no 
bounds? A right application of 4aff the 
Moncy thus thrown away, or worſe than 
thrown away, would make the Widow's 
Heart to ſing for Joy. It would open the 
Mouths of Babes and Sucklings, to ſing theif 
great Benefactors praiſcs, and it would pur- 
chaſe Bleſſings for us, far more valuable than 
any we could carve out for our ſelves dy our 
own induſtry and contrivance, and in ſuch great 
Er oC. 
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(IF: 2 
bundance, we ſhould hardly know vhere to 
beſtow them. 2 


A great deal might be ſaid in behalf of theſę 
poor People, who are grown old in our ſer- 
vice, and whoſe infirmitics have been haſtened 
upon them, to make us Rich and Flouriſhing. 
And mult a bare ſubſiſtance ſerve their turn? 

Would it be too much to give them ſomæe o 
thoſe conveniences which we enjoy in ſuch 
great Plenty? Shall our Dogs and our Horſes 
be pamper d with proviſions, tar better becom- 
ing the human kind, only becauſe they afford 
us Diverſions ; and ſhall we be ſo penurious, as 
to grudge a little of the Comforts, the plea- 
ſures, and the ſatisfactions of Life, to thoſe who 
have done /o much for us, and by whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance we arc enabled to follow ſuch Dzverſzons? 
Charity is the very Sum of Chriſtian PertcR- 
ion, the Badge and Livery worn by the Di- 
ſciples and Followers of our Lord and Maſter, 
by which ox/y we ſhall be known io be his: 
but when Juſtice too putsin her claim, ang 
demands a part of our ſubſtance, as their due, 
it is a maniteſt wrong and injury, co withold 
from them what they have ſo good a Title to. 
We can claim no thanks for our Benevolence, 
unleſs we diſtribute it with a liberal Hand, 
not for what we are bound by the Laws of 
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our Country, but for what we ſhall 46, fob 
the Love of God, and our Neighbours ; i 
Aid of their wants, and to help their Infirmi- 
ties; ro ſupply and ſupport that ſcanty re- 
mains of Life which they have before them; 
free from that Care and Anxiety, which natu- 
rally attends old Age and Intirmity; that 
they may have nothing to do bur to fit and 
Irepare themſelves for chat Eternity into which 
they are dropping; that they may have op- 
portunity of rectifying their paſt Errors; of 
bewailing their yourhful Follies 3 and of 
trimming their Lamps againſt the Bride- 
groom's approach, And not as ' ſome; 
whoſe Hearts are ſo ſteeld, and their hands 
ſo clung, that they look upon Mortality a- 
mongſt them as 'a Benefit- Ticket, and would 
rather be dealing with their Joyner, than their 
Butchet; and think the Sexton's laſt Duty to 


be the beſt part of his Office. 


lam far from deſigning to reproach People 
with their want of Charity. No, their late 
Bounty to the poor ſafferets by Fire, will 
ſtand an everlaſting Monument of their 
- Chriſtian Liberality, after many more which 

have gone before it; and they ſhall not loſe 
their Reward. I would only hint to them a 
more excellent wa / of diſpoſing of their ſuper- 


hilies, than by ſuch baſe Proſpitution. 
would 
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would not have them by a wrong applica- 

tios of Fart of their ſubſtance, bring a 
Canker upon the who/e ; nor ſpoil the good 
Effects of their Charity, by a periodical re- 

turn of Immorality and Prophaneneſs. 


But that the Ladies ſhould Intereſt them- 
ſelves in this affair! Cannot we have out 
Vices to our ſelves? It is not long fince 
they bid fair for an Indiſtinction in our Ha- 
bits, will they needs partake with us in 
our Sins too? And muſt we have Horſe- 
* Racers in Petticoats. The abominable prac- 
tice of Womens expoſing themſelves and their 
Sex, at theſe unſeemly Diverſions, is but 
juſt laid aſide, and will th be inſtrument- 
al in reviving it again? If it is fit to be paid 
for, it is fir ro be practiced, and we may 
cer long ſec a Coach and ſix at a Race for 
a Smock without a Bluſh. What ſhame is 
this, to Religion, to Reaſon, to Humanity, 
to the Sex! And what muſt we think of 
them, if it is not want of Will, but fear of 
Reputation only, that reſtrains them? They 
would; but they dare not; Exalted height 
of Virtue! But we know who ſcarches in- 
to the inmoſtreceſſes ot the Heart, and will 
judge us as we are there affected, and not by 


gur out ward appearance. 
N B What 


Cr) 


What a deſpicable Figure does that Fel- 


low make, whoſe Head is like a Milliner's 
ſhop, furniſhed only with Ribbands 
and Laces,“ Flounces and Falbelows ? 
Not one jot more ridiculous, than a Lady of 
this turn of mind, whoſe Head as fitly reſembles 
a Jockey's Stable. 


An Efeminate Fellow is the Scorn of the 
Men, and the Rzdicule of the Women; but 
a Maſculine Virago, gives an Idea, of ſome- 
thing Horrid, and Frightful in Nature; a 
Creature which God never intended amongſt 
all his Works. The Gentle and the Silent, 
the Chaſt and the Prudent finiſhes the Cha- 
rater of the Virtuous Dame: But the Ro- 
buſt and Hoſtile, the Confident and the 
Careleſs ſtand before us like ſo many Marks 
at Sea, to warn us of the danger of a Ship- 
Wreck if we approach too near them. 


It was far from the Intention of thoſe who 
firſt encouraged the Aſſembly to encourage 
theſe Races. Sure Iam, we thought not of 
it, when we gave leave to our Wives and 
Daughters to enter themſelves Subſcribers 
there. But if this be the conſequence, it is 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to reſtrain them for 
the future. We ought not to indulge their 


Humours, to the Corruption of their Morals. 
Tr 2; | The 
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The fineſt, and the tendereſt things, are 
the ſooneſt ſpoiled in the Handling. But, 
there is nothing more ſo, than the mind of 
a young Lady, unacquainted with the tempta- 
tions of the World, and the ſnares of Vice; 
and whoſe greateſt ſecurity conſiſis in a to- 
tal Ignorance of them. 


It is a trite Obſervation, . that the minds 
of young Perſons may be compared to Pa- 
per or Wax, on which may be wrote or 
ſtamped, what Marks or Impreſſions we 
pleaſe: But this requires ſome pains, and a 
torcign Agent to fix the Characters; where- 
as, here, the materials arc within ; and like 
Fire in Flint, the Coallition (as I may ſay ) 
of two Idcas only, are capable of ſparkling 
into a burning Flame. How careful thea 
ſhould we be, to keep far from them any 
thing which may fully their Minds, or 
taint their Manners? And not thus ridicu- 
louſly invite all the Fops, Fools, and For- 
tunc-Runters in the Country, to ſteal away 
their Virtue, their Perſons, and their Purſes, 


But, ſay ſome, muſt we have no Diver- 
ſions? Yes ſure. But will none but the 
very worſt and moſt miſchievous pleaſe us? 
What elſe do we do but divert ourlelves 3 
It izour whole Stu our whole Endeavou 


ry 
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it takes up all our Time, it engroſles all our 

Thoughts, and we do nothing elſe, but run 
on in a continual round of Diverſions from 
Morning till Night, from Day to Day, from 
Year to Year, from our Cradles to our Cof- 
fins, and yet we ask, muft we have no Di- 
verſions? As if nothing was worthy the 
Name of Di verſions, but what is ſcandalouſiy 
Wicked and Prophane. 


If People woud but call themſelves to 
account, and ballance their Actions between 
Duty and Diverſions, as they do their Books 
between Dr. and Cy, they would find them- 
ſelves deeply indebted for the miſapplication 
of their time and their Money upon this ac- 
count, I wilhit is not with ſome of them as 
it is with ſome Debtors who finding them- 
ſelves ſo far behind in their accounts, as 


to deſpair of retrieving their Fortunes, do 


never think of turning good Husbands. 


What are our Dogs, and our Horſes, our 
Balls and Aſſemblies, our Clubs and ous 


Converſations, but Diverſions in ſo many 
different Shapes and Names? which en- 
gages all our time, and enhances our ex- 
pences, and leave us fo little to our ſelves, 
that were it not for Intereſt in our Buſinels, 


and Faſpion in our Devotion, we ſhould not | 


find 


ine Dutt. — 1 1 — 
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find Time for either: And yet we cty out 
for Dzverſions! And like Children and 


Fondlings, muſt be continually ſupplyed with 
one fooliſi Bauble after another, as faſt as 


we can either change or ſpoil them. 


Our Right Reyercnd Father in God, was 
pleaſed, when he firſt came amongſt us, to 
inhibit his Clergy, from appearing at the 
Aſſembly ; as ill ſuiting with that gravity of 


Mind, and decency of Behaviour, becoming 


that ſacred Order, who are in a particular 
manner obliged to abſtain from all appearance 
of Evil: that they may be Examples to 
theirs Flock, in Practice, as well as Doctrine. 
Yet how widely different is that Aſſembly 
from this which we have lately been at ? An 
Aſſembly carried on within all the Rules of 
Decency, Civility, and good Manners ; from 
which, that I know of, they have never yet 


| deviated, cxcept, in being drawn into this 


vile Subſcription, On the contrary, in this 


| | Aſſembly, which I am now complaining of, 


all theſethings are baniſhed, as abſolutely in- 
conſiſtent with the Deſign, the Place, and 
the Diverſion; and which, were they obſerv- 
ed, would be as ridiculous, as for a Con- 
gregation in a Church, to ſing Hymns of 
Praiſe in Rocheſter s Strain, 


( > ) 


, vain do the Clergy inveigh againſt Pro- 
phaneneſs and Immorality in their Pulpits, 
while they encourage it by their Preſence. 
Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Infidrlity, may ſerve 
them for Topicks to harangue upon, till they 
and their Hearers are tired; but, while ſuch 
Practices are encouraged, they ſhall not gain 
one Proſelite by all their Labours. How can 
it poſſibly be expected? Does not a Cor- 
ruption of 'Morals neceſlarily produce a Cor- 
rupt Faith? Can we practice ſuch things, 
and believe as Chriſtians ?. No, it is as oppo- 
ſite as Light and Darknels, ſweet and bitter. 
To believe like a Cori/tian, and to act like 
a Pagan, is as monſtrous in the moral World, 
as any thing that ever was produced in the na- 
tural World. 


Suppoſe a Pagan had been at theſe Racer, 
and we had told him, that the Third Com- 
mandment was, Obligatory upon us all, that 
twas enforced With a particual Denunciation 
above all the reſt. That our God's Yeracity 
was particularly engaged to puniſh the viola- 
tion of it, having declared that he will not hold 
him guiltleſs that does break it. His anſwer 
would have been, You Jeſt, Your God for- 
bids you no ſuch Thing, rather the quite con- 
trary; what elſe means this frequent Invoca - 
tion ofhim, which I hear with 2 Fervency ſuita- 

ble 
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to thehigheſt Act of Worſhip? If it is not fo, 
and you are really breaking his Command, 
then inde ed, his Patience as you ſay, muſt: 
be infinite. If this be really one of his 
Laws, why does he not vindicate his own 
Honour? Is he e that he cannot? Is 
he careleſs that he will not? Or, is it not 
yet his Time to do it? You ſay that your 
Accounts muſt be made up at yout Death; 
that the next World is a ſtate of Rewards and 
Puniſh ments; and that then your Condition 
will be fixt and irre verſable? Could 1 
belie ve you, I ſhould think you were all mad. 
Thee Few tells me, he dares not mention the 
ſacr d Name of his great 7ehovabh, no not 
even in his moſt ſoll n Adorations. The Ma- 
hometan tells me, it he (wears by his Prophet 
he will qait his Life rather than break his 
Oath; much more when he ſwears by the 
God of his Prophet. We Pagans, who 


worſhip many Gods, beag the ſame Vencra- 


tion for every one of them. But you Chriſt 
iang, either, have greater Liberties allowed 
you, than the Jews, the Mahometans, or us 
Pagans ; or, you are the very worſt of Man- 
kind while you live here, and ſhall meet with 
a more angry Judge, and a hotter Hell, in 
that next World which you ſo much talk of. 


If theſe be the ſentiments of a moral, 
Heathen 
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Heathen, what muſt we think of thoſe Chriſf- 
ian Divines whocan tell us the ſame things 
in the Pulpit, and yet can appear at ſuch 
an Aſſembly, and hear that zremendous 
Name blaiphemed, and mixed as a chief in- 
gredient, in ſuch filthy and #5ſcene Dit- 
courſe ; ſo ſhocking to the Ears ot every 
modeſt perſon, as to make them tingle ; 
and can ſtand by, and be a Witneſs 
thereto, without a ſevere Repremand, nay, 
without io much as a diſcountenancing 
Frown, or a diſtorted Muſcle 2 How do 
they obſerve the Apoſtles Precept, of ex- 
horting and rcbuking, in ſeaſon, and out of 
ſcaſon? Is this boldly ro rebuke Vice ? 
Or, are they afraid of ſuffering paticntly for 
ſo doing? Docs not their Authority extend 
out of, as well as in the Pulpit? And 
have they no Cure of Souls, but within 
the Church-Doots, or upon a Sick Bed! 
Theſe things are wofthy of their moſt /erzous 
Conſideration, and till they are Examples to 
their Flock, no wonder if they doubt their 
Authority to rebuke them when they go 


aſtray. 


But, I hope, cer long, to ſee his Lord- 
ſhip's publick Decree, to inhibit his Clergy 
from appearing any morc at ſuch wicked 
Aſſemblies; and not at theſe in this Neigh- 


bourheod 
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bourhood only, but wherever his high lation 
has extended his juriſdiction, 


Bythis he will ſhew his truly Paſtoral 
Care over the Flock of which the Ho 
Ghoſt has made him Overſeer, and will be 
worthy tob e ranked amongſt the Primitive 
and Apoſtolical Fathers of the firſt Centuries. 


This they would have done, and this 1 
hambly preſume to ſay, his Lordſhip ought 
to do. 


We have lately been taught how we ought 
have bur felves in the Church of God. 

I wiſh that Reverend Gentleman who is 
ſo juftly admircd, for the Sttength of his 
Reaſoning, the Fluency of his Periods, his 
apt Quotations, and his diſtin, clear, 
and agreeable manner of Delivery, would be 
pleaſed to diſplay his Eloquence 
upon this ſubject, and tell us how we ought- 
to behave ourſelves upon hig Occaſion. 
Than which I think he cannot chooſe one 
more uſeful, or more neceſſary. He will be 
heard with attention, and regarded with 
ſubmiſſion ; and is capable of perſwading, 
and of aweing into a Complyance; and 
his Labour of a Day may poſſibly prevent 
the Repentance of 12. _ 

Nat 
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Not that 1 would have this Gentleman 
to ſtand ſingle in this Glorious Combat: 
for it will 1 require the united endeavours of 
all his Brethren, to ſtem the Torrent of 
this growing Evil. Men's minds arc jſo in- 
rent upon theſe kinds of Sports, and = 
imagine ſo little Harm in them, becau 
they intend none, or really ſee not the la- 
tent Miſchief; that it will require to have 
this Subject fully handled, and the Conſe- 
quences ſet in a clear Light, before they 
wt be convinced of their evil Tendency. 


Ber Inſtance, we had 9 Lives loſt the 
laſt Races ; with circumſtances very terrible 
to the Imagination. For Men to be hurried 
out of the World, with their Crimes full 
blown, and all their Sins about them; with- 
out ſo much as one feeble Lord bau- Mer- 
cy, or being in a Condition to ask it: 
And in theſe Circumſtances to appear be- 
fore the tremendous Judge of Men. What 
Charity is ſo great that can but Hope ta. 
vourably of them? Whois it that muſt an 
ſ er forthe Lives of theſe Men? For theit 
Lives did I ask? I wiſh I could put the 
Queſtion vo further. There are no Rules 
that I know of in the Chriſtian Scheme, by 
which we can judge favourably of them, 
1 1 the Infinite ey of God: But let 


Sinners 
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Sinners tremble when they hear likewiſe, 
that as his Mercy is infinite, ſo is his Juſtice 
too. How they co-incide in his Infinite 
Eſſence, is beyond our Comprehenſion 3 
and it is not for us to ſet them at vari- 
ance; but he has left it upon Record, 
that they who do ſuch things ſhall not in- 
herit the Kingdom of God. 


Are Men's lives to be played off at this 
Rate? And do we thus make ſport with 
Damnation? 


The unhappy Wretch, whoſc hands were 
imbrued in his Brother's Blood, and who 
muſt make a. Third in the Tragedy of that 
Day,may poſlibly find ſo much Grace at God's 
Hand, as may work in him a ſincete Re- 
pentance before he ſuffers, which never 
comes too late on this ſide the Grave. But 
how ſhall they repent who do not think 
themſelves concern'd } Every one is ready 
to ask, Isit I ? To which! anſwer, Zes, 
It is Ten. Jeu who by your Subſcriptions 
encouraged and promoted theſe Races. He 
was but the inſtrumental, but Jou were 
the occaſional Cauſe; and I pray God their 
Blood be not required at your nds 


T hops, likewiſe, that the ſeveral Miniſts 
er 
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i amongſt our Diſſenting Brethren, will 


put their helping hand to this Work of 
the Lord, Tho we differ in a few Modes 
and Circumftances of Worſhip, I hope our 
Faith is the ſame 3 that we have one com- 
mon God, and one common Chriſtianity ; 
and that we all ſtrive together for the Faith 
of the Goſpel. It is equally their Concern 
to ſet their People right in this matter, 
They have undertaken the Care of their 
Souls, and muſt give account to God for 
them. But as I doubt not of their ready 
complyance in ſo good a Work, I ſhall 
urge this Requeſt no further; and am 
ſanguine enough to Hope, that their united 
Endeavours will diſappoint this iniguitous ſub- 


un. 


I will not preſume to direct in what 


manner this ſubject ought to be handled. I 
leave that to them vihoſe Province it is. 


But I will take leave here to obſcrve, 
that if either the Terrors of God's Judg- 
ments, or Gratitude for his Mercies, can have 
any Influence over eur Practice, we have 
expcricriced both in a very viſible manner, 
within theſe ſix Years laſt paſt. 


It. is, I think, within that compaſs of 
Time, that we in this Country, * 
: { | A ad Ee + T5 2 
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; Tmal) Shock of an Earthquake, which wass 
immeciately followed by a eſfilential Diſt- | 
emper, not without Symptoms of the 
Plague; and we all know what deſola- 
tion it made, amongſt our Relations, Neigh- 
bours and Acquaintance. Some Pariſhes 
were 'almoſt depopulated; and ſcarce any - 
Family wherein there was not one Dead, 
and in ſome more: beſides great numbers 
ſince, who have been continually dropping 
off, occaſioned by the Relicks of that Viſuta- 
1200, 


This was ſucceeded by a Scatcity of Corn 
equal to a Famine; which, had it not 
been for a providental Supply from abroad, 
would in all probability, have levell'd our 
Properties, and occaſioned a general Plus 
der. What can reſiſt the force of Hunger? 


Whoever will call to mind, the Calami- 
ties of thoſe Times, eſpecially amongſt 
the poorer ſort of People, it will raiſe 
within him ſuch a frightful Scene of Ideas, 
as ought to cauſe Feat and trembling be- 
fore that God, who when he pleaſes to a- 
riſe, can ſhake terribly the Earth. If fo 
ſmall a Concuſſion can produce ſugh dire- 
ful Effects, what may we not expect When 
his Anger is kindled againſt us? 2 & 


- 
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TH „ ur. r he forg ave. auth 
'  Miſazeas, and deſtroy ed us not. He only 
ook the Rod over us; and tho' his 
Arm was lifted up, his Mercy ſtayed the 
Blow. And as an earneſt of his future fa- 
Vvour, would we take Warning, how has he 
ſince then; repleniſhed our Stores, and filled 
our Barns, that even Plenty is become a 
Burthen to us? And what Returns have 
we made for theſe ſignal Inſtances of his 
ſuperintending Providence over us? Do 
we Fear him the more, or Love him the 
better? Has it frighten'd us into our Duty, 
or perſwaded us into a Complyance to his 
Wil, and our own Preſervation ? Why, 
no, ſo far from it, that we are making it 
'our whole Study and Endeavour to provoke 
him ſtill further; and to ſhew our Gra- 
titude ſor this bounteous Liberality, and his 
Forbearing Mercy ; we are erecting a ſubſcrip- 
ion to the Diſhonour of his Name, and 
intend to abuſe him to the m, Extent of 
all our Faculties. $701 


4 


Theſe Conſiderations are, I hope, abun- 
Sang ſuſficient to convince all well mean- 
ing Perſons of the moral Evil of this in- 

tended Subſcription. And may therefore 

ſetve as a caution how they give their hands 


to a Paper, which they may afterwards think 
I. . them- 
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 theinſetves under ſome ſort of Honour obll⸗ 7 
ed to comply with; and is the chicfRea- * 
; po why I publiſh this ſo long before the 
next Races arc intended to be; that People 
may not be engaged before they have du- 
ly conſidered the Conſequences. And I 
hope it will have the Effect intended. If 
not, and People will run headlong to Deſt. 
ſtruction with their Eyes broad open, let 
them remember, they have been warned. 
For my ſelf, I can ſit down with the pleaſing 
Satisfaction of having done my Endeavour 
to prevent theſe horrid Impieties, and 
can waſh my Hands clean of that Guilt, 
in which others will certainly be involyed. 


I 


= * 8 
3 *, 7 


= _—_— 


